ARIZONA CIVIL RIGHTS ADVISORY BOARD
Minutes of Public Meeting
Thursday, October 6, 2011

Board Members Present Board Members Absent

Jeff Lavender, Chairperson Kenneth Moore

Jesus Cordova Laura Mims, Vice-Chair Person
Beverly Dupree

Daisy Flores

Wendy Freeman

Staff Members Present

Melanie Pate, Executive Director
Sandra R. Kane, Legal Counsel

Call to Order.

Chairperson Jeff Lavender called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m. with the following Board
members present by telephone: Jeff Lavender, Jesus Cordova, Beverly Dupree, Daisy Flores and
Wendy Freeman.

Approval of Minutes.

Daisy Flores moved to approve the minutes of the September, 15, 2011 Board meeting and
Jesus Cordova seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously to approve the minutes of
the September 15, 2011 Board meeting.

Discussion of possible actions arising out of School Bullying Solutions Forum.

Jesus Cordova suggested that existing policies regarding school bullying should enumerate
group classifications and be properly funded in order to be effectively implemented. He
suggested that the Board help move this forward when additional legislation is introduced.
Beverly Dupree inquired as to what official powers the Board has to do something to help with
what is going on. Melanie Pate responded that the Board has the ability to send letters to
lawmakers informing them of the Board’s opinion on existing legislation and encouraging
stronger legislative language. In addition, the Board may solicit the involvement of school
board associations and parent teacher organizations in the state to encourage training,
education, and to promote awareness of the matters discussed in the School Bullying Solutions
Forum. Jeff Lavender expressed concern that there is nothing proactive to prevent bullying like
the programs described by the principal in Paradise Valley and Casa in Glendale, and
recommended that legislation be more proactive. Wendy Freeman stated that she agrees with
Sen. Crandall’s position that you can’t legislate away bullying and believes that there should be
more programs, parental support and education like what Stephanie Orr of Casa described. Ms.
Freeman further stated that she believes that further legislation would be reactive and that it
would be proactive to support Stephanie Orr’s type of program. Jesus Cordova stated that the
goal should be not to introduce more legislation, but to make what’s out there better. He
stated that current legislation does not enumerate the groups that are protected by the
legislation and studies show that enumeration makes things better.

Jeff Lavender suggested a three-prong approach: (1) send a letter to the legislation to promote
programs that work, like the Paradise Valley and Stephanie Orr programs in the schools, and
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VI.

VII.

VIIL.

supporting successful programs, as recommended by Rep. Hobbs; (2) send letters to school
board presidents around the state to make them aware of this; and (3) request to make a short
presentation to the State Board of Education regarding these programs, requesting that they
endorse them. Jeff Lavender offered to work on drafting letters to legislative leaders, school
boards and the Superintendent of the Arizona Department of Education, and to copy the
Governor on the letters. Jesus Cordova suggested that the Board keep the Governor’s Office of
Boards and Commissions informed of the letters. Jeff Lavender will send the draft letters to
Beverly Dupree for input and then send the letters to Sandra Kane and Melanie Pate for review
and distribution to the Board before the next meeting. Wendy Freeman asked whether thank
you letters were sent to the speakers at the School Bullying Solutions Forum, and Jeff Lavender
confirmed that the letters were sent.

Sandra Kane reminded the Board of the Federal Safe Schools Improvement Act which was
mentioned at the Forum as coming up for a vote in Congress, and the Board expressed interest
in learning about the federal legislation.

Call to Public.
No additional speaker came forward.

Division Report.

Melanie Pate announced that she is leaving the Attorney General’s Office and that her last day
will be October 14, 2011. She stated that she had enjoyed working with the Board, and that.
Sandra Kane will become the Executive Director of the Board and Assistant Attorney General
Jennifer Larson will fill the position of Legal Counsel. The Board congratulated Melanie Pate and
thanked her for her leadership.

Planning for Future Meetings.
The Board will have a telephonic meeting on Monday, November 14, 2011 at 4:00 p.m.

Announcements and Current Events.
There will be an online cyber bullying workshop on October 18, 2011 from 6:30-7:30 CDT. An
email regarding the Town Hall will be sent to the Board.

Adjournment.
Upon motion by Jesus Cordova, seconded by Beverly Dupree, the Board unanimously voted to
adjourn at 4:42 p.m.
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