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ARIZONA CIVIL RIGHTS ADVISORY BOARD 
Minutes of Public Meeting 

June 1, 2011 
4:00 pm 

 
Board Members Present      Board Members Not Present 
Jeff Lavender, Chairperson      Kenneth Moore 
Laura Mims, Vice Chairperson    
Jesus Cordova         
Daisy Flores 
Wendy Freeman 
Beverly Dupree 
 
Staff Members Present 
Melanie V. Pate, Executive Director 
Sandra R. Kane, Legal Counsel 
 
 
I. Call to Order 

Jeff Lavender called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. with the following Board Members 
in attendance:  Jesus Cordova, Daisy Flores, Wendy Freeman, and Beverly Dupree. 
Members of the public were invited to participate in person at the Lobby Conference 
Room of the Attorney General’s Office, 1275 W. Washington Street, Phoenix, Arizona 
85007. 

 
II. Approval of Minutes of March 22,  2011 Meeting 

Upon motion from Beverly Dupree and seconded by Jesus Cordova, the minutes from the 
March 22, 2011 Board meeting were approved unanimously. At this point, Laura Mims 
joined the meeting. 

 
III. Old Business: Discussion and planning re: September meeting regarding School 

Bullying 
A. Scheduling of the Forum 
Sandra Kane stated that there is general consensus to have a forum in September in the 
Capital Center Conference Room from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m., to invite people to discuss issues 
related to school bullying and particularly where the Board could make a difference.   
Jesus Cordova noted that the time might prevent some educators from attending.  Laura 
Mims stated that her school would like to send teachers to the meeting regardless of the 
date or time.  Melanie Pate noted that there would not be security available after 5 p.m. 
and suggested 2-4 p.m. Laura Mims agreed on 2-4 p.m. Jeff Lavender suggested 
scheduling the forum for 2-4 p.m. with good publicizing to attract educators. 

 
B. Speakers for the Forum 
Melanie Pate stated that §VI (D) of the March 22, 2011 regular meeting minutes lists a 
few prior suggestions for speakers, including speakers from GLSEN and ADL.  Jesus 
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Cordova stated that he could request a speaker from GLSEN, an organization that does 
outreach in schools. Sandra Kane noted that she has the contact information for Stephanie 
Orr, Director of CASA, who is interested in participating in the forum. She reminded the 
Board of interest in Jean Ajamie and asked Melanie Pate if someone from the NAAG 
meeting would be willing to speak at the forum.  Melanie Pate stated that she would see if 
anyone in Arizona with the U.S. Department of Education may be interested in 
participating.  Jeff Lavender stated that he would seek a participant from the School 
Board Association as well as the Principal from a Paradise Valley School. Jesus Cordova 
suggested seeking a member from the legislature to discuss HB 2415, and offered to 
invite a sponsor of that bill. 

 
C. Follow-up on Scheduling and Presentation Topics 
Sandra Kane suggested a special focus on school bullying over the internet. Melanie Pate 
clarified that there would be informal invitations for the forum. Jeff Lavender suggested 
Wednesday, September 14, 2011 at 1:30 p.m. as the date and time for the forum. There 
are no conflicts. Jeff Lavender suggested a follow-up telephonic meeting on Tuesday, 
August 9, 2011 at 4 p.m.  Jesus Cordova noted that he may be out of the country on 
August 9th.  Sandra Kane asked about presentation length and what issues the speakers 
should address.  Daisy Flores and Jeff Lavender agreed that the speakers should propose 
topics for discussion. Jeff Lavender suggested that speakers could give a 5-10 minute 
overview of an issue, with time following for discussion and questions.  Melanie Pate 
stated that the forum should present varying points of view through a series of 
presentations of under 10 minutes in length, with time built in for questions from the 
Board so that the Board can assess ways to impact bullying in schools.  

 
IV. Division Report 

A. ASARCO Victory 
Melanie Pate reported that in April 2011, the Civil Rights Division went to trial on a 
sexual harassment case against ASARCO, resulting in an award of $868,750 in punitive 
damages in favor of the plaintiff. The jury awarded no compensatory damages and only 
$1 in nominal damages. There is a statutory cap under Title VII of $300,000 in damages 
for this type of employer. The Division is heartened that the jury sent a strong message 
that the employer’s actions were not good, although the damages will probably be 
lowered substantially.  Ann Hobart tried the case with Tucson Attorney Sandy Forbes. 

 
B. HUD Contract 
Melanie Pate stated that the HUD contract ends on June 30, 2011 and  a few more cases 
will be closing before June 30th. 

 
V. Call to Public 

No one was present. 
 

VI. Announcements and Current Events 
No announcements.  
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VII. Adjournment 
Upon motion by Daisy Flores and seconded by Jesus Cordova, the meeting was 
adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 


