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UARIZONA CIVIL RIGHTS ADVISORY BOARD 
Minutes of Public Meeting 

Wednesday, October 6, 2010 
 
UBoard Members Present                                                             Board Members Not Present                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Jeff Lavender, Chairman          Jesus Cordova   
Laura Mims, Vice Chairperson                                             Beverly Dupree                                                      
Kenneth Moore 
Daisy Flores (via telephonic) 
 
 
UStaff Members Present 
Melanie V. Pate, Executive Director 
Sandra Kane, Legal Counsel 
Kathy Grant, Legal Secretary 
 
I. Call to Order. 
 Jeff Lavender called the meeting to order on Wednesday, October 6, 2010 at 10:50 a.m. 

at the Tucson City Council Chambers, 255 W. Alameda St., Tucson, Arizona 85701, with 
Laura Mims and Kenneth Moore attending in person and Daisy Flores attending by 
telephone.   All board members participating in the meeting introduced themselves. Not 
present were Jesus Cordova and Beverly Dupree.   

 
II. Approval of Minutes of July 26, 2010 meeting.  

Kenneth Moore moved to approve the minutes of the July 26, 2010 meeting. The motion 
was seconded by Laura Mims. The board members in attendance unanimously approved 
the minutes.   
 

III. Adoption of Ordinances Prohibiting Sexual Orientation Discrimination by 
Municipalities. 
a. Presentation re City of Tucson Ordinance 

Alison Colter-Mack, Program Manager of the City of Tucson Office of Equal 
Opportunity Programs, addressed the Board regarding Tucson’s ordinance prohibiting 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity within the Tucson city 
limits.  She gave statistics regarding the number of complaints and inquiries received 
by her office, described the available remedies for violation, and gave examples of 
complaints that have been investigated. 

b. Recommendation to other municipalities  
The Board decided to take this issue up at the next meeting when the full Board is 
present.. 
 

IV. Protect Arizona’s Freedom Presentation re Arizona Civil Rights 
Initiative/Referendum 
Clarence Boykins, President of the Tucson Black Chamber of Commerce, spoke on 
behalf of Protect Arizona’s Freedom regarding the importance of defeating Proposition 
107, and requested permission to list the Board as a supporter on Protect Arizona’s 
Freedom’s literature.  Ms. Pate advised Mr. Boykins that the Board Chair sent a letter of 
support that is published in the publicity pamphlet for the general election. The Board 
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through its Chair, Jeff Lavender, is listed as being in opposition to Prop. 107.  Jeff 
Lavender stated that he had already advised representatives of Protect Arizona’s Freedom 
that they could list the Board in support of their effort. 
 

V. Presentations by Civil Rights Organizations re Issues of Importance 
a. Human Rights Coalition (Coalicion de Derechos Humanos) 

No representative of Coalicion de Derechos Humanos attended the meeting.         
b. Other Groups 

No other groups present.  
 
VI. The Dream Act. 

Ms. Kane provided information to the Board about The Dream Act, which was 
introduced in the U.S. Senate in August 2001 and in the House of Representatives in 
2009.  The Act is intended to cover minor children who were brought into the United 
States when they were under the age of 16 by illegal immigrant parents and were raised 
here for five consecutive years.  The applicant would have to be under the age of 35, have 
completed high school or GED or apply to the military so that they would be eligible to 
become a citizen.  
 
Tilly Arvizu, Vice President of Chicanos Por La Causa, addressed the Board, and stated 
that both Arizona Senators voted against The Dream Act.  The Dream Act may come up 
for another vote during the “lame duck” session after the November election.  CPLC 
would recommend any kind of initiative by the Board in favor of The Dream Act because 
the many people who were brought into this country as children could be productive 
citizens. Ms. Arvizu will send information to the Board regarding The Dream Act, as 
well as any other civil rights issues.  Jeff Lavender asked to have an item on the agenda 
for the Board’s next meeting regarding sending a letter to the U.S. Senators from Arizona 
in support of The Dream Act so that the entire Board can be present to address that issue.  
  

VII. Call to Public 
Allison Hughes, Chair for the Pima County Tucson Women’s Commission addressed the 
Board. She stated that the Commission has a concern about the potential implications of 
Proposition 107 which is scheduled to appear on the November ballot. The Commission 
will hold a public hearing scheduled for October 12, 2010. Ms. Hughes asked whether a 
representative of the Board could attend the Commission’s public hearing to present their 
viewpoints on Prop. 107.  The Commission is concerned that people reading the ballot 
will think that they are voting for equal rights and opportunities, when they are voting to 
eliminate equal opportunities in public and educational institutions.  The ballot is written 
in such a way that people will not understand the full impact of how they are voting. The 
Commission wants to educate the residents of Pima County of the full implications of this 
proposition. Ms. Hughes stated that she was personally concerned because should this 
initiative pass there will no longer be a venue for redress by people who feel that they 
have experienced employment discrimination.  Ms. Hughes believes that if the initiative 
passes it would change our Constitution and could eliminate that role of the Civil Rights 
Division. Ms. Kane advised the Board of its option to respond to the invitation during the 
the planning portion of the meeting.  
 
Michael Tucker of Protect Arizona’s Freedom thanked the Board for bringing its 
concerns about Prop. 107 to the attention of the public. 
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Jonathan “Jeff” Peck, President and CEO of the Tucson Urban League, addressed the 
Board. He stated that he also supports any efforts to approve or pass the Dream Act.  
   

VIII. Division Report 
Melanie Pate reported that the Civil Rights Division received its annual performance 
assessment from HUD. The report states that the Division is in full compliance with the 
HUD cooperative agreement. Also, the Division’s EEOC contract for FY11 has been 
increased from 598 resolutions in FY10 to 649 resolutions for FY11. Lastly, the Division 
is continuing to work on activity for a $60,000 grant that was received last April from the 
U.S. Department of Justice to educate the community regarding immigration related 
employment discrimination and specifically an employer’s proper use of the I-9 form and 
E-Verify. The grant money was used for radio and print ads which started running in 
mid-September and will run in various places through early December. The Division will 
also be sending out color posters targeted at employers and workers and doing outreach 
and education to various community agencies within the next couple of weeks.    
 
Ms. Pate announced that the new Civil Rights Division Litigation Section Chief Counsel 
is Ann Hobart and that the new Unit Chief Counsel in Tucson is Rose Daly-Rooney.   
 
Jeff Lavender asked about the status of filling the vacant seat on the Board.  Melanie Pate 
stated that she does not expect that to happen until after the election. 

 
IX. Planning for Future Meetings 

Mr. Lavender stated that he may be able to attend the Pima County Women’s 
Commission’s Tuesday meeting to discuss Proposition 107.  Upon motion by Ken 
Moore, seconded by Laura Mims, the Board voted unanimously to approve having Jeff 
Lavender attend the public hearing of the Pima County Women’s Commission on 
October 12, 2010 and speak on behalf of the Board. 

 
Ms. Kane mentioned the issue of school bullying and its adverse impact upon protected 
classes.  Mr. Lavender stated that at the next meeting the board members could talk about 
different strategies to address school bullying. The Board unanimously agreed to put this 
issue on the agenda.  
 
The next meeting will be held telephonically on October 27, 2010 at 4:00 pm. At this 
meeting, the Board will discuss encouraging municipalities to adopt ordinances 
prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, sending a 
letter to U.S. Senators from Arizona in support of The Dream Act, and strategies to 
address the issue of school bullying.    

 
X. Announcements and Current Events 
 None 
 
XI. Adjournment 

Upon motion by Ken Moore, seconded by Laura Mims, the Board voted to adjourn the 
meeting at 11:50 a.m. 
.  
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