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13-2917. Public nuisance; abatement; classification

A. It is a public nuisance, and is no less a nuisance because the extent of the annoyance or damage inflicted is
unequal, for anything:

1. To be injurious to health, indecent, offensive to the senses or an obstruction to the free use of property that
interferes with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property by an entire community or neighborhood or by a
considerable number of persons.

2. To unlawfully obstruct the free passage or use, in the customary manner, of any navigable lake, river, bay,
stream, canal or basin, or any public park, square, street or highway.

B. It is a public nuisance for any person to sell, offer to sell, transfer, trade or disseminate any item which is
obscene as defined in section 13-3501, within two thousand feet, measured in a straight line, of the nearest
boundary line of any of the following:

1. Any building used as a private or public elementary or high school.

2. Any public park.

3. Any residence district as defined in section 28-101.

C. The county attorney, the attorney general or the city attorney may bring an action in superior court to abate,
enjoin and prevent the activity described in subsections A and B of this section.

D. Any person who knowingly maintains or commits a public nuisance or who knowingly fails or refuses to
perform any legal duty relating to the removal of a public nuisance is guilty of a class 2 misdemeanor.
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Particulate Matter (PM)
Pollution

CONTACT US <https://epa.gov/pm-pollution/forms/contact-us-about-particulate-matter-pm-pollution>

PM Home <https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution>

Health and Environmental
E ects <https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/health-and-environmental-

e ects-particulate-matter-pm>

Setting and Reviewing PM
Standards <https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/setting-and-reviewing-

standards-control-particulate-matter-

pm-pollution>

PM Standards Regulatory
Actions <https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/national-ambient-air-

quality-standards-naaqs-pm>

Implementing PM Standards
<https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/applying-or-implementing-

particulate-matter-pm-standards>

PM Implementation
Regulatory Actions
<https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/particulate-matter-pm-

implementation-regulatory-actions>

Particulate Matter (PM) Basics
On This Page:

What is PM, and how does it get into the air?

What are the harmful e ects of PM?

What is being done to reduce particle pollution?

How can I reduce my exposure to PM?

What is PM, and how does it get into the
air?
PM stands for particulate matter (also
called particle pollution): the term for a
mixture of solid particles and liquid
droplets found in the air. Some
particles, such as dust, dirt, soot, or
smoke, are large or dark enough to be
seen with the naked eye. Others are so
small they can only be detected using
an electron microscope.

Particle pollution includes:

PM : inhalable particles, with diameters that are generally 10 micrometers and smaller; and

An o icial website of the United States government

Size comparisons for PM particles

<https://epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-
09/pm2.5_scale_graphic-color_2.jpg>
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SIP Checklist Guide
<https://epa.gov/pm-pollution/pm-

state-implementation-plan-sip-

checklist-guide>

PM SIP Training Presentations
<https://epa.gov/pm-pollution/pm-

naaqs-implementation-training-and-

assistance-state-and-local-air-

agencies>

PM Data and SIP Status
Reports <https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/technical-data-and-reports-

particulate-matter-pm-

measurements-and-sip-status>

Other Criteria Air Pollutants
<https://epa.gov/criteria-air-

pollutants>

PM  : fine inhalable particles, with diameters that are generally 2.5 micrometers and smaller.

How small is 2.5 micrometers? Think about a single hair from your head. The average
human hair is about 70 micrometers in diameter – making it 30 times larger than the
largest fine particle.

Sources of PM
These particles come in many sizes and shapes and can be made up of hundreds of di erent
chemicals.

Some are emitted directly from a source, such as construction sites, unpaved roads, fields,
smokestacks or fires.

Most particles form in the atmosphere as a result of complex reactions of chemicals such as sulfur
dioxide and nitrogen oxides, which are pollutants emitted from power plants, industries and
automobiles.

What are the Harmful E ects of PM?
Particulate matter contains microscopic solids or liquid droplets that are so small that they can be
inhaled and cause serious health problems. Some particles less than 10 micrometers in diameter
can get deep into your lungs and some may even get into your bloodstream. Of these, particles
less than 2.5 micrometers in diameter, also known as fine particles or PM , pose the greatest risk
to health.

Fine particles are also the main cause of reduced visibility (haze) in parts of the United States,
including many of our treasured national parks and wilderness areas.

Learn more about health and environmental e ects <https://epa.gov/pm-pollution/health-and-environmental-

e ects-particulate-matter-pm>

What is Being Done to Reduce Particle
Pollution?
EPA regulates inhalable particles. Particles of sand and large dust, which are larger than 10
micrometers, are not regulated by EPA. 

EPA’s national and regional rules to reduce emissions of pollutants that form PM will help state
and local governments meet the Agency’s national air quality standards. Learn about how air
quality standards help reduce PM. <https://epa.gov/pm-pollution/setting-and-reviewing-standards-control-
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particulate-matter-pm-pollution>

How Can I Reduce My Exposure to PM?
You can use air quality alerts to protect yourself and others when PM reaches harmful levels:

AirNow <https://www.airnow.gov>: Every day the Air Quality Index (AQI) tells you how clean or polluted
your outdoor air is, along with associated health e ects that may be of concern. The AQI translates
air quality data into numbers and colors that help people understand when to take action to
protect their health.

Go to About AirNow <https://www.airnow.gov/about-airnow/> to learn how you can get AQI
notifications.

Also learn how the Air Quality Flag Program <https://www.airnow.gov/air-quality-flag-program/> can help
air agencies, schools, and other community organizations to notify their citizens of harmful
conditions and adjust outdoor physical activities as needed.

Contact Us <https://epa.gov/pm-pollution/forms/contact-us-about-particulate-matter-pm-pollution> to ask a question, provide feedback, or report a
problem.

LAST UPDATED ON JULY 11, 2023

Discover.
Accessibility Statement
<https://epa.gov/accessibility/epa-
accessibility-statement>

Budget & Performance
<https://epa.gov/planandbudget>

Contracting
<https://epa.gov/contracts>

EPA www Web Snapshot
<https://epa.gov/utilities/wwwepagov-
snapshots>

Grants <https://epa.gov/grants>

Connect.
Data <https://epa.gov/data>

Inspector General
<https://www.epaoig.gov/>

Jobs <https://epa.gov/careers>

Newsroom
<https://epa.gov/newsroom>

Regulations.gov
<https://www.regulations.gov/>

Subscribe
<https://epa.gov/newsroom/email-
subscriptions-epa-news-releases>

USA.gov  <https://www.usa.gov/>

Ask.
Contact EPA
<https://epa.gov/home/forms/contact-epa>

EPA Disclaimers
<https://epa.gov/web-policies-and-
procedures/epa-disclaimers>

Hotlines
<https://epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-hotlines>

FOIA Requests
<https://epa.gov/foia>

Frequent Questions
<https://epa.gov/home/frequent-questions-
specific-epa-programstopics>
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No FEAR Act Data
<https://epa.gov/ocr/whistleblower-
protections-epa-and-how-they-relate-non-
disclosure-agreements-signed-epa>

Plain Writing
<https://epa.gov/web-policies-and-
procedures/plain-writing>

Privacy <https://epa.gov/privacy>

Privacy and Security Notice
<https://epa.gov/privacy/privacy-and-
security-notice>

White House
<https://www.whitehouse.gov/> Follow.
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Particulate Matter (PM)
Pollution

CONTACT US <https://epa.gov/pm-pollution/forms/contact-us-about-particulate-matter-pm-pollution>

PM Home <https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution>

Particulate Matter (PM) Basics
<https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/particulate-matter-pm-

basics>

Setting and Reviewing PM
Standards <https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/setting-and-reviewing-

standards-control-particulate-matter-

pm-pollution>

PM Standards Regulatory
Actions <https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/national-ambient-air-

quality-standards-naaqs-pm>

Implementing PM Standards
<https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/applying-or-implementing-

particulate-matter-pm-standards>

PM Implementation
Regulatory Actions
<https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/particulate-matter-pm-

implementation-regulatory-actions>

Health and Environmental E ects
of Particulate Matter (PM)
Health E ects
The size of particles is directly linked to their potential for causing health problems. Small
particles less than 10 micrometers in diameter pose the greatest problems, because they can get
deep into your lungs, and some may even get into your bloodstream.

Exposure to such particles can a ect both your lungs and your heart. Numerous scientific studies
have linked particle pollution exposure to a variety of problems, including:

premature death in people with heart or lung disease

nonfatal heart attacks

irregular heartbeat

aggravated asthma <https://epa.gov/asthma>

decreased lung function

increased respiratory symptoms, such as irritation of the airways, coughing or di iculty
breathing.

People with heart or lung diseases, children, and older adults are the most likely to be a ected by
particle pollution exposure.

AirNow <https://airnow.gov/> can help you monitor air quality near you, and protect yourself and
your family from elevated PM levels.

An o icial website of the United States government

Health and Environmental
E ects

MAIN MENU

Search EPA.gov
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SIP Checklist Guide
<https://epa.gov/pm-pollution/pm-

state-implementation-plan-sip-

checklist-guide>

PM SIP Training Presentations
<https://epa.gov/pm-pollution/pm-

naaqs-implementation-training-and-

assistance-state-and-local-air-

agencies>

PM Data and SIP Status
Reports <https://epa.gov/pm-

pollution/technical-data-and-reports-

particulate-matter-pm-

measurements-and-sip-status>

Other Criteria Air Pollutants
<https://epa.gov/criteria-air-

pollutants>

Environmental E ects
Visibility impairment
Fine particles (PM ) are the main cause of reduced visibility (haze) in parts of the United States,
including many of our treasured national parks and wilderness areas. Learn more about visibility
and haze <https://epa.gov/visibility>

Environmental damage
Particles can be carried over long distances by wind and then settle on ground or water.
 Depending on their chemical composition, the e ects of this settling may include:

making lakes and streams acidic

changing the nutrient balance in coastal waters and large river basins

depleting the nutrients in soil

damaging sensitive forests and farm crops

a ecting the diversity of ecosystems

contributing to acid rain e ects <https://epa.gov/acidrain/e ects-acid-rain>.

Materials damage
PM can stain and damage stone and other materials, including culturally important objects such
as statues and monuments. Some of these e ects are related to acid rain e ects on materials
<https://epa.gov/acidrain/e ects-acid-rain#materials>.

Further Reading
Particle Pollution and Your Health (PDF)(2 pp, 320 K, About PDF <https://epa.gov/home/pdf-files>): Learn
who is at risk from exposure to particle pollution, what health e ects you may experience as a
result of particle exposure, and simple measures you can take to reduce your risk.

How Smoke From Fires Can A ect Your Health <https://www.airnow.gov/air-quality-and-health/fires-and-your-

health/>: It is important to limit your exposure to smoke -- especially if you may be susceptible.

EPA research on airborne particulate matter <https://epa.gov/air-research>: EPA supports research that
provides the critical science on PM and other air pollutants to develop and implement Clean Air
Act regulations that protect the quality of the air we breathe.
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Contact Us <https://epa.gov/pm-pollution/forms/contact-us-about-particulate-matter-pm-pollution> to ask a question, provide feedback, or report a
problem.

LAST UPDATED ON AUGUST 23, 2023

Discover.
Accessibility Statement
<https://epa.gov/accessibility/epa-
accessibility-statement>

Budget & Performance
<https://epa.gov/planandbudget>

Contracting
<https://epa.gov/contracts>

EPA www Web Snapshot
<https://epa.gov/utilities/wwwepagov-
snapshots>

Grants <https://epa.gov/grants>

No FEAR Act Data
<https://epa.gov/ocr/whistleblower-
protections-epa-and-how-they-relate-non-

disclosure-agreements-signed-epa>

Plain Writing
<https://epa.gov/web-policies-and-
procedures/plain-writing>

Privacy <https://epa.gov/privacy>

Privacy and Security Notice
<https://epa.gov/privacy/privacy-and-
security-notice>

Connect.
Data <https://epa.gov/data>

Inspector General
<https://www.epaoig.gov/>

Jobs <https://epa.gov/careers>

Newsroom
<https://epa.gov/newsroom>

Regulations.gov
<https://www.regulations.gov/>

Subscribe
<https://epa.gov/newsroom/email-
subscriptions-epa-news-releases>

USA.gov  <https://www.usa.gov/>

White House
<https://www.whitehouse.gov/>

Ask.
Contact EPA
<https://epa.gov/home/forms/contact-epa>

EPA Disclaimers
<https://epa.gov/web-policies-and-
procedures/epa-disclaimers>

Hotlines
<https://epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-hotlines>

FOIA Requests
<https://epa.gov/foia>

Frequent Questions
<https://epa.gov/home/frequent-questions-
specific-epa-programstopics>

Follow.
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