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The Victims’ Rights Brief is
published by the Arizona
Attorney General, Office of
Victim Services. The goal in
generating the Brief'is to
promote justice and healing
for crime victims by sharing
information and fostering
sensitivity within the justice
system.

To learn more about victims’
rights visit us at
www.azag.gov/victim-services

If you have questions, sugges-
tions or an idea for an article,
contact Colette Chapman at
(602) 542-8848.

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week

April 6-12, 2014 is National Crime Victims’ Rights
Week (NCVRW), sponsored by the Office for Vic-
tims of Crime (OVC).

Every year, the recognition of National Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Week provides an opportunity to bring
awareness to crime victims and the struggles they
face. This year’s theme—30 Years: Restoring the
Balance of Justice — honors the extraordinary pro-
gress that has been made on behalf of millions of
victims since the passage of the Victims of Crime
Act (VOCA) by Congress in 1984. Before VOCA
was enacted, the world was very different for crime
victims, their families and communities. Commu-
nity resources and support for crime victims in the
community were not always available, and victims
were often not considered or included in the justice process. Over the past three dec-
ades, great strides have been made in many areas, offering much more involvement
and support for crime victims. This year’s theme serves as a reminder of not only how
far we have come, but also of the work still ahead to restore the balance of justice to all
those harmed by crime.

Inside this issue is a partial listing of the events occurring nationally and around our
state to observe National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. We invite you to participate and
support events to renew your own commitment to your work and honor victims in their
recovery.

National

OVC annually recognizes individuals and organizations that demonstrate outstanding
service in supporting victims and victim services. The award recipients, who are select-
ed from public nominations in nine categories, are extraordinary individuals, organiza-
tions, teams, and programs that provide services to victims of crime. The honorees are
announced and honored at the National Crime Victims’ Service Awards Ceremony.

The event is free and open to the public. You must register by April 4, 2014 to attend.
You can register on the OVC website at http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/ncvrw/events.html.
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30 years

Arizona Events

Maricopa County

The Arizona Governor’s Office, Arizona Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, Maricopa County Attorney’s Office, Arizona
Department of Corrections, Arizona Department of Juve-
nile Corrections and the Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys’
Advisory Council (APAAC) are pleased to invite you to
attend their 2014 Victims’ Rights Week Event. The event
is a joint effort of the six agencies to recognize NCVRW,
celebrate the accomplishments in Victims’ Rights, and
recognize those who have gone above and beyond for vic-
tims of crime. There will be a keynote speaker and lunch
will be provided.

Seating is limited, and you must RSVP to attend. You can
reserve your place by visiting our online registration link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2014NCVRLunch.

The deadline to RSVP is Tuesday, March 25, 2014.

Navajo County

The keynote speaker this year is Dr. Rosalinda Mercado-
Garza. Dr. Mercado-Garza grew up in a family of migrant
workers and dreamed of a life beyond the fields. With 17
years of experience as an educator, she has made it a mis-
sion to promote self-actualization, resilience and healthy
living. Workshops that will be held that day include:
*  Child Crimes on Tribal Lands - Dimitra Sampson
*  Family Advocacy Centers - Kathy McLaughlin, Ex-
ecutive Director of ACFAN
*  Child Perpetrators
*  CPS Investigations & Toddler Healing - Kate Do-
bler-Allen, First Things First; Kateri Piecuch, CPS;
and DeAnn Davies, First Things First
For more information please email Ms. Cheryl Harris at
Cheryl.harris@navajocountyaz.gov .

Coconino County

Leads up to the Panel Discussion at Cline Library at 6:30
PM.

Discussion Panel featuring: Laura Gray-Rosendale, Profes-

sor of English at NAU and author of College Girl, Arianne
Burford, PhD, Lecturer in Women’s and Gender Studies at

NAU; and Myra Ferell-Womochil, MA, Executive Director

of Victim/Witness Services of Coconino County.

Online giving event to benefit NACASA (Northern AZ
Center Against Sexual Assault).
http://azgives.razoo.com/story/Northern-Arizona-Center-
Against-Sexual-Assual-Nacasa

Pima County

Ms. Barbara LaWall, Pima County Attorney, is pleased to
host this event in recognition of individuals who make a
difference in the lives of victims and honor those who
have been directly impacted by crime.

Please RSVP by Wednesday, April 2nd to the Pima County
Attorney’s Office, Victim Services Division at 520-740-5525
or robert.mccafferty @pcao.pima.gov.

(Pima County Events continued on Page 3)
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30 years

Arizona Events

Pima County (Continued)

The University of Arizona Program in Criminal Law and
Policy and the Pima County Attorney’s office are pleased
to host the Victims’ Rights Panel Presentation. Pima
County Attorney, Barbara La Wall, will discuss the history
and importance of victims’ rights. Crime victim survivors
will share their experiences with the criminal justice sys-
tem and the role victims’ rights played in their journey
toward healing and recovery.

Event is free and open to the public and lunch will be pro-
vided. For more information contact the Pima County At-
torney’s Office, Victim Services Division at 520-740-5525.

Contact Kate Meyer at 520-891-9639.

www.higherground.me/youthpeaceaz

Call 520-740-5729 or visit www.azhomicidesurvivors.org.

People will host their own fundraising events. The public
is encouraged to attend any of the 30 Days, 30 Ways Cal-
endar events. Call 520-624-5600 or visit
www.casadelosninos.org.

Social Media Resources for NCVRW

The National Center for Victims of Crime can be found on
Facebook at: www.facebook.com/NCVRW. During the
month of April, they invite you to post photos from and
information about your events on their NCVRW Facebook
wall. (As of this writing, their page has not been updated
for 2014.)

You can also follow the National Center for Victims of
Crime on Twitter at @CrimeVictimsOrge. Tweet about
your events using the hashtag #2014NCVRW and they will
be happy to retweet your messages or share information
about your events or other outreach.

— MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. (1929-1968)

NATIONAL GRIME VIGTIMS" RIGHTS WEEK | APRIL 6-12, 2014
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